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INTRODUCTION

The main purposes of this study were to deteréine parent's attitudes
relative to Nebraska Vocational-Technical School's present educational
program and the acquisition of parent's assessment reiative to their
childrén's occupational aspirations. The committec developing the
instrumentation for the study gave serious consideration to the design of
the instrument relative to collecting data that could serve as a strategy
for cha;ée. The change process is an important facet in master planning
in the present day educational establishment. The need for change in
public schools is ha.tened aie to the energing educational renaissance
and the implication of cooperative federaiism.

The Parent’s Attitudes Toward the Nebraska Vocational-Technical
School resulted ;A organizing the final report into several se-tions:
Section I, Parent's Atéitude Toward Nebraska Vocational-Technical School;
Section II, Parent's Feeling Toward Their Children's Present Occupational
Choices; Section III, Parent's Feeling About Education Zor Their Children;
Section IV, Parent's Attitudes Relative to Their Chiliren's Future
Employment; Section V, Parent's Attitude About Vocztional Education in the
Nebraska Vocational~Technical Schuol and Section VI, Parent's Attitude
About the Programs at Nebraska Vocational-Technical School. fhe instru-
ment utilized and data generated from this study wilj proQIde school
administrators and policy~-makers with pertinent informatfon relative co:
1) long-range planning for curriculum development and improvement, 2)

information pertinent to the guidance department., 3) data that will fuster

1




and stimulate further research, and 4) assist those individuals responsible
for education in the occupation relating tec the world of work, to plan,
develop, and implement realistic programs that are relevant in terms of
student and industrial ngeds of the community served. Another major
strategy of the parent study was to gain the parent's attitudes relative

to the present educational and training program at Nebraska Vocational-
Technical School and to solicit from parenCS.the place and role of their
children in the public schools and an assessment by parents of children's

occupational,ggd professional aspirations.

PROCEDURES

The data contained in the body of this report are the results of a
questionnaire returned by parents of Nebraska Vocational~-Technical
School students who graduated or left the school in the years 1965 through
1969. There was no duplication of parents due to their having more than
one child in school. )

Parents who' were included in the study were sent the form and a
cover letter orienting them relative to the purpose, objectives, and intent
of the study. Each parent was instructed.to return the instrument as soon
as possible. It is significant to note that of the 997 parents included
in the study, a total of 467 responded; this return resulted in a 48.5
percent return of the sample, although 4% were not useable.

The findings from this study will provide base data for the decision-

makers relative to the parent's attitudes toward Nebraska Vocationzl-

Technical School. A thorough analysis of the tables and figures included

in this report will indicate to the layman and the professional educator
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that there are certain problems and issues that affect parents as they
evaluate the effectiveness of the Nebraska Vocational-Technical School.
The impinging factors that relate to choosing an occupation or profession
which will be pursued as the life's work by students is a major concern of
parents; and these concerns have a direct effect on the policy-makérs for
the educational establishment. It is hoped that the data contained herein
can be effectively used by those in responsible positions to provide the
youth of the school with more realistic and responsive programs of -
education that will prepare the youth of iebraska more effectively for the
world of work. Another important factor is the attitude and feelings that

parents demonstrate toward the Nebraska Vocational-Technical School and

© ~ -these will affect the policy-makers' decisions in terms of asking for

increased financial responsibility (taxes) from the parents in the areas

. . M—-"'
served. The data analysis and results of this study are the professional
inferances made by the committee and to prove cause and effect relation-
ships is extremelv difficult; however, the data contained herein lends

itself for further statristical treatment.




PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES OF

PARENT'S ATTITUDE TOWARD THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

The primary purpose of the study was to determine the parent's

attitudes toward. education and specifically the education and training

offered at Nebraska Vocational-Technical School. A secondary purpose

and of equal importance was to determine the parent's perception

relative to their children's role in school and concurrently gather

important data relative to parent's attitudes about their children's

occupational and professional aspirations in the world of work.

To accomplish the purpose of the study, the following primary

objectives were identified:

1.

5.

To dgtermine parent's satisfaction or dissatisfaction with
program offerings at Nebraska Vocational-Technical School.

To determine parent's attitude toward expanding Vocational
Education in the public school system.

To determine the role parents have in assisting children
with planning for job training while still in high school.

To determine parent's feelings relative to their children's
occupational aspirations and compatibility, relative to their
aptitude and ability.

To determine parent's attitude relative to their children's

plans for a college education.

-t




7.

To determine parent's attitude relative to increasing taxes -

¥

to improve the local public schools and Nebraska Vocational-

Technical School.

To learn parental attitudes toward the education and training

programs at Nebraska Vocational-Technical School after their

child has left the school.




SECTION I

PARENT'S ATTITUDE TOWARD NEBRASKA

S ——

VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAﬁwngOOL

The parent's study was designed to provide for the collection of
pertinent data which would provide the policy-makers of the school with
a data base for problem-soiving ana decision-making. The following data
and analysis provide the school officials with information essential in
positive educational planning and becomes an important part of the
strategy for change.

Analysis of Parents
Participating in Study

The data in Chart I is a breakdown for the summary of returns by
parents who completed and returned the instruments relative to parent's
attitude toward Nebraska Vocational-Technical School. A total of
997 parents were included in the study and a total of 540 (56%) could
be accounted for including 73 returned marked un-deliverable due to bad
address or marked deceased. A total of 432 returns from 1965 through
1969 are included in the data analysis. In this chart only N represents
the total number of parents included in the analysis,

All parents received the same orientation in a cover letter relative
to the importance of the study and instructions directed parents to
return the completed questionnaire at the earliest possible date. It is

appropriate to mention that 35 of the returns were not usable due to




improper responses due to parents misinterpreting the instructions.

Q total of 44 percent of parents solicited constitute the data presented

in this final report for the study.

-




CHART I

SUMMARY OF SAMPLING

Not Returned

Number of

447 or (457) Returns Included

In Analysis
447

*(432)

73 or 8% of .
returns ,
undeliverable

* N= 432

Returns not useable
47 (3.5)
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Parent's Responses Relative to
Present Nebraska Vocational-
Technical School Offerings

In Terms of Student Needs

The data in Chart II is a summary of parent's‘reSponses relative to
their attitude concerni;g the présent curriculum offerings in Nebraska
Vocational-Technical School and its responsiveness to student's needs.

It is significant to point cut that 319 (73.8%) of the parents responding
felt that the present curriculum offerings are responsive to students'
needs. Only 1 percent, which represents a minority of the parents,
indicated they didn't feel that the curriculum offer‘ngs in the Nebraska
Vocational-Technical School were responsive in terms of student needs:
The data contained within this chart indicates to the decision-makers
that an additional effort should be made to continue to communicate to
the parents and the public served by the school with information relative
to the present programs and curriculum offerings for students in the
Nebraska Vocational-Technical School. Parents of g;e students served by
this school generally have a working knowledge about the school; it must
be pointed-out that this condition is not prevalent in most districts in
the United States at thi; time. Public awareness to the school problem
really is everyone's concern and solutions are not readily available to
policy-@akers at any level in the educational system. The results
indicate that a-minority (25%) of the respondents indicated they were not
sure, didn't know or with no response to this item about the present

curriculum offerings at Nebraska Vocational-Technical School.




CHART 11

PARENT'S RESPONSES RELATIVE TO PRESENT
NEBRASKA VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL SCHOOL OFFERING
IN TERMS OF STUDENT NEEDS

Not Sure
Don't Know
25%

(10%)

N=432

10




Parent's Attitude Toward the

Importance of Children Receiving
Good Grades in School

An analysis of Chart III indicates that a si;able majority of the
parents (97.3%) had a positive attitude relative to the importance of
their children receiving good grades in school. The data from Chart III
indicates that parents do have concern for students' activities in
school and that their children receive good grades while attending the
public school system and Nebraska Vocational-Technical School. The
concern shown relative to importance of grades is very-much a part of
the attitude of American parents in an affluent society. The majority
of the clientele served in this school are considered "blue collar" and
their educational and social values are consistent with their counter-
parts in other schools. Often times parents a;; more concerned with the

grades of children than with the quality of the education received.

11




PARENT'S ATTITUDE TOWARD THE IMPORTANCE
OF CHILDREN RECEIVING GOOD GRADES

Items

CHART 111l

KEY

Number

A--Very Important
B--Quite Important
C--Fairly Important
D--Not Very Important
E--Not Important At All
F--No Opinion

G--No Responge

12




Summary of Parent's Attitude
Relative to the Importance of
Children Studying Hard in School

Data from the study reveal:d that 41 percent of the parents
indicated that it was very important that their children study hard
in school. Fifty-six percent of the respondents indicated that. it vwas
quite important that their children study hard. The evidence presented
in Chart 1V is a suﬁmary of how important to parents it is that théir
childfen study hard in school and indicates that the constituents in
this school served do have 8reat concern for the grades their children
receive and concurrently it is important to them tgat their children
study hard and make use of their time while they are in school.
Generally, parents from all classes in our séciety have concern for the
general well-being of their-children. The schools have a responsibility
to maintain a sense of balance relative to the stress given to the
importance of grades. Education has a real mission to carry out, if
it will burgeon out of each individual the potential therein. A
sobering fact in our society is that the majority of the people are so

called "average™ in educational achievement.

13
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CHART 1V

SUMMARY OF PARENT'S ATTITUDE RELATIVE TO

IMPORTANCE OF CHILDREN STUDYING HARD IN SCHOOI.

3%
(13)

N=410

KEY

Items

Number

A--Very Important
B--Quite Important
C--Fairly Important
D--Not Very Important
E--Not Important At All
F--No Opinion

G--No Response




Parent's Feeling About
School and Their Children

The data in Table I 1s a summary of those items which contribute to
the parent's feeling about school and their children's place within the
school system. Parents were asked to respond either Yes, No, No Opinion
or Not Applicable, or Don't Know relative to the items indicated in
Table I. It is significant that 185 parencs (45%) felt that the local
school system is too traditional in its present offerings and should be

updated to be more responsive to the individual student and community

needs. A total of 184 (45%) respondents indicated that they were not

unhappy over the lack of success of their children in the present school
program and this indicates that pszrents, although somewhat hesitant to

Q state an opinion, are in the main not totally dissatisfied with the
present program. Most of the parents (80%) indicated "yes" relative to
the item: "Should guidance and counseling services in the local school
System be expanded to better inform students about the world of work?".
A large majcrity of the respondents (78%) indicated that the local school
should place greater emphasis on meeting the needs of all students,
those preparing for the world of work and those preparing for & college
education. An analysis of the data in Table I indicates that parents
are fairly well satisfied with the offerings at Nebraska Vocational-
Technical School and those items which seem to be in direct conflict
are the ones dealing with the program qfferings and not those concerned
with the vahappiness with the lack of success in school, the guidance
services, or other aspects of administering the school program. Generally,
parents feel some concern about relevancy of the school cuzricula in terms
of student énd community needs.

15




TABLE I

PARENT'S FEELING ABOUT SCHOOL

— AND THEIR CHILDREN x
N= 410
| [ wo /DON'TKNOW NO /
Items which contribute to YES / NO (OPINION /OR NOT RESPONSE
parents feeling about school : L 1_"- <LAP?LICABLE
and children / ol / T —} i B
L | B / £ L W u/ e bt
(8181 5] 8 £ § 5 & g ¢
[Els §' &5 5§ 5 5 & g &
| =7 & Z:' e, =z Qs = ,f"

18 The local school system is too ! |
traditional, and it should be i
updated to be more responsive to 185 45 ; 77
individual and community needs. ' \

3 m— m—

g
H

19 I am unhappy over the lack of i
success by my children in the 37 9 184 ; 45 65 16 99 24 25 6

present school program. : —— - e—

22 Should the guidance and ;
counseling services in the :
local schools be expanded to
better inform students about 327 80 20
the world of work.

5 50 12 -- -- 13 3

—— s gr—

25 Should the local schools
place a greater emphasis on :
meeting the needs of all ;
students; those preparing
for the world of work and f '
those preparing for a college 318 78 . 17 4 17! 4 43 10 15 4 .
education. ! } l :

eanive b sem ime o} mmsmmeme s«
|
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Parents' Responses Relative to
The Question of Preparing More
High School Youth for the
World of Work

The data found in Chart V is a summary of the respondents' attitude
relative to their opinion that more of the school's resources (staff,
money, facilities, equipment) should be directed toward preparing more
high school youth for the world of work. An analysis of the data in
Chart V reveals that many (71%) of the respondents indicated that more
of the community resources should be used for preparing high school
youth for the world of work. A minority (11%) responded "no" to this
item on the questionnaire. An analysis of the results in Chart V
indicates that the majority of parents responding relative to the
satisfaction with the public school programs indicate that there is a
need for a review of the present commitment of resources for the over-
all school system. The results of this study indicate that most parents
are cognizanﬁ of the importance of Vocational Education and preparing
high school youth for the world of work. It may be significant to
dispel the concept that all students who éntet the world of work have
had Vocational Education; this is far from being true. However, the
desire to prepare for the world of work can be had in many other programs
that can and should be considered at the high school level. Vocational
Education is the main thrust at the present time from the federal, state,
and local levels; the future labor force of this nation is enrolled in
our public schools. Nebraska, like the nation, can no longer have the

"early pupil leavers" dropout as a product of this public school system.

17




CHART V
PARENT'S ATTITUDE RELATIVE TO UTILIZING MORE OF THE

COMMUNITIES RESOURCES FOR PREPARING HIGH
SCHOOL YOUTH FOR THE WORLD OF WORK

No No )
Opinion \ 11% \\\\
14% \ (45)

(57) \

No Response
407 N=410
(15)
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Are the Local Public Schools
Responsible for Providing HMore
Education and Training for

Students Not Planning to Attend College

An important item in the parent questionnaire focused on the problem
of providing more education and training for those students not plarning
to attend college. The data in Chart VI shows that a large group (487%)
of the respondents indicated that the schools should provide more
education and training for those students not planhing to attend college.
Another group of the respondents (28%) indicated that the schools are not
responsible fov providing more education and training for those students
not college bound. The results of this study presents those in critical
positions of decision-making with a base data for reviewing existing
programs and projecting new programs in light of student desires and
those areas of concern as indicated by parents as they responded to the
items within this study. Generally, parents of students in this school
are concerned with the opportunities for education and training for the
non-college bound student and recogni.e that worthwhile training should
be emphasized in the high school. The result and findings of this study
seem to indicate that parents are tempered by the balance required in
program offering relative to meeting the educational needs of the

community,

19




CHART VI

SUMMARY OF PARENT'S RESPONSES RELATIVE TO
PROVIDING MORE EDUCATION AND TRAINING
FOR THOSE STUDENTS NOT PLANNING
TO ATTEND COLLEGE

. No Response
3 . ‘ 47
(16)

No
Opinion
207

(82)

_

N=410
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Respondent's Attitude Relative
Te Improving the Educational
Program for Those Students
Preparing for College

An important item in the parent questionnaire was directed to the
improvement of educational programs within the public schools to meet
the needs of those students preparing for college. An analysis of the
data in Chart VII reveals that a significant number (382) of the
respondents indicated there needs to be improvemént in the programs
specifically designed for the college bound students. The information
contained in Chart VII indicates that parents recognize the need for
improvement of the educational programs not only for the college bound
but also for those who are not planning to attend college. Twenty-seven
percent of the respondents indicated that we should not try to improve
the educational program for those students preparing for college.

Thirty percent indicated they didn't know relative to the improvement of
the instructional program within the local public schools., An analysis
of the data in this chart reveals that parents do have concern for
existing school programs and the results should provide school adminis-
trators the guidance and mechanism for evaluating the existing program
in light of this study. The results of the group tested at Nebraska
Vocational-Technical School indicates that these parents have a concern
for the education of children regardless of their own occupational or

professional aspirations.

21




CHART VII

RESPONDENT'S ATTITUDE RELATIVE TC EXPANDING
AND IMPROVING THE EDUCATTONAL PROGRAM
FOR THOSFE STUDENTS PREPARING
FOR COLLEGE

.- No Response

! »

(20)

N=410
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Parent's Responses Relative to
Providing Most Students in this

Community with the Opportunity to

Prepare Themselves for College Attendance

An item on the parent questio.. iire was centered around the issuve
of providing more opportunities for students in this community to prepare
themselves for college attendance. The data presented in Chart VIII
reveals that 31 percent of the respondents indicated there should be more
students preparing for college attendance, while 41 percent of the
respondents indicated "no" on this item in the questionnaire. Another
24 percent exprgssed no opinion. The respondents' attitudes relative to
providing more students in the school with an opportunity to prepare
themselves for college attendance can best be related in terms of national
trends among parents and students to prepare themselves for college
attendance. A quick review of the students' responses relative to college
attendance indicated roughly one-third were interested in attending a
four-year college and of this number those who actually attend would be
about a few percentage points less than those indicated by parents. To
be realistic one must face the issue that maybe students and parents are
not in the process of doing realistic Planning relative to preparing for
college and college attendance. The pressure from four-year colleges and
universities to restrict enrollment will have a definite impact on
studants and parents planning for college attendance. Parents and students
will have to establish one or more alternatives relative to professional
preparation, perhaps in the direction of more vocational training in the

high school or the post secondary technical school or the community college.
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CHART VIII

PARENT'S RESPONSES RELATIVE TO SHOULD MORE
STUDENTS IN THIS COMMUNITY PREPARE
THEMSELVES FOR COLLEGE ATTENDANCE

No Response
] 4%
(18)

No
Opinion .

24% \

(97)
//

/

N=410
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Respondent's Attitude Relative to

The Local School Responsibility for
Providing a More Comprehensive Educational
Program to the Students and Community

The data contained in Chart IX is a sunmary of the item, relative to
parents' opinion, "Should the local school system provide a more
comprehensive program (Vocational and College Preparation) to bring about
& better balance in educational opportunities for students in the school?".
A majority of the parents (59%) indicated that the'public schools have a
responsibility to provide for a more comprehensive program for the students
enrolled in the school. One hundred fourteen respondents (252) answered
they "didn't know" relative to this item. These results were expected, due
to the fact that many parents are not aware of the terminology in the
public school system and particularly the word "comprehensive." A
minority of the respondents had '"no opinion", answered "no" or had no
response to this item on the questionnaire. The data in this final report
reveals that parents are cognizant of educational opportunities for their
children and are assessing the existing program within the school in light
of their knowledge about present program offerings. It is evident that
parents feel there is a need for some change within program offerings; the
total make-up of these changes or in what direction seems to be a question
where this study will assist master planners and those charged with the
decision-making with information to consider as they plan for future

program change.




CHART IX

SUMMARY OF RESPONDENT'S ATTITUDE RELATIVE

TO THE LOCAL SCHOOL RESPONSIBILITY FOR

PROVIDING A MORE COMPREHENSIVE PROGRAM
(BALANCE BETWEEN VOCATIONAL AND COLLEGE PREPARATION)

No Opinion

Y lga) ‘-*-“\

— . .._. No Response
3%
(1s)

-

About Program
287% ] 597
(114)

6% N=410
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Parent's Attitude Relative to
Sharing In an Increased Financial
Responsibility to Expand and Improve
the Educational Opportunities

One of the most significant items in this study was an item where
respondents were asked to indicate their willingness to share in an
increased financial responsibility (additional taxes) to expand and
improve the educational opportunities for the students and adults of
Nebraska. The data contained in Chart X reveals that 28 percent of the
respondents indicated they were willing to share an increased financial
responsibility to broaden the educational opportunities within the
school. A more significant response by parents was the fact that
43 percent indicated they need to' know more about the plan. The parent's
responses to this item on the questionnaire indicates that it is a
communication process between parents, school officials, and the
policy-makers relative to gaining financial support for improvement
of the public schools. A minority (25%) of the respondents indicated
"no" to this item or that they were undecided about the question at
this time. The data contained in the chart should indicate to those
in responsible positions that the parents in this community seem to be
interested in the educational program and are willing to provide support,
in terms of financial increases in taxes, if they know more about the
program and if it will result in improvement of the educational

opportunities for students and adults within this community.
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CHART X

PARENT'S ATTTTUDE RELATTIVE TO SHARING
IN AN INCREASED FTNANCTAL RESPONSIBILITY TO
EXPAND AND IMPROVE EDUCATIONAL OFPORTUNTTTES
FOR STUDENTS AND ADULTS IN THIS AREaA

No .
Response ‘
4%

¢F))

Need to
know more 28%

43% (115)

N=410

7/
Undecided
8%
(31)
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SECTION II

PARENT'S FEELING TOWARD THEIR CHILDREN'S

OCCUPATIONAL CHOICE

A significant portion of th2 questionnaire wds devoted to paining
attitudes or feelings of parents relative to their childr:u‘s occupational
choice. School officials and others cunnot plan dynamic educational
programs effectively unlass there is a communication 1ink between
students, parents, and school officials relative to making the program
relevant in terms of student and community needs.

Parent Attitude Toward

Children's Present
Occupational Plans -

The item relative to parent's attitude toward children's present
occupational plans was also asked of the student and the findines of
results from both studies indicate that parents and students seem to be
in agreement relative to the child's present occupational or professional
plans. The data contained in Chart XI indicate that 72 percent of the
parents feel that their children's choice is a good occupational choice

and they have an excellent chance of making good in their chosen field.

" Eight or (2%) of t¢he respondents indicared they felt¢ their children were

"shooting too high" ia terms of occupatioral choice. Twenty-one percant
of the parents responding to the questionnaire indicated that it was
entirely up to the child concerned relative to his present occupations?

plans for future employment. An analysis of the data in this case
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indicates that parents and children in the study are communicating
relative to the child's occupational plans. Further analysis indicates
that parents have confidence in the career choices made by the student,

thereby implying that guidance and counseling ﬁas Succeeded.
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CHART XI

PARENT'S ..ITITUDE TOWARD CHILDREN'S
(CHILD'S) PRESENT OCCUPATIONAL PLANS

-

~ C
A+E+F 2.17%
?§8) (10)
N=410
KEY
Items Number

A--Think they are shooting too high

B--Think it is a good occupation and
they have a chance of making good

C--Think they should be planning for
something different

D--It is entirely up to the child
concerned

E--Have never discussed it with them
F~-No Response

31




Parent's Feeling Relative to
How Much Occupational Choice
Their Children Have in the
World of Work

Parents having children in Nebraska Vocational-Technical School
were asked to respond to an item relating to expressing their feelings
relative to the amount of choice their children have in the world of
work. An analysis of the data in Chart XII reveals that 48 percent

of the respondents felt their children had a great deal of choice for

the world of work. Approxima;ely 32 percent of the respondents indicated

they felt their children had a lot of choice, and a minority (16%)

indicated their children had some choice. The analysis of the data in

this study reveals that parents are confident that children do have a
wide range of opportunities in the vorld of work either in the skilled
crafts or the professions. It further indicates that greater
communication should be had between parents, students, and school in
this all-important process of assisting students in making wise

occupational choices early in their educational career.




CHART XI1I

" ‘RESPONDENT'S FEELING RELATIVE TO HOW
MUCH OCCUPATIONAL CHOICE THEIR
CHILDREN HAVE IN THE
WORLD OF WORK

No Response’
{ 3,59
(14)

A Great Deal
48%
(197)

N=410




Parent's Responses Relative to
Having Their Children Learn
Job Skills while in High School

The data in Chart XIII is a summary of parent's responses relative
to their attitude for providing their children with an opportunity to
learn job skills while still in high school. The data in Chart XIII
indicates that a majority of parents (68%) specified they would like to
have their children learn job skills while still in high school. This
same question was asked to students relative to their desires to have
job trainihg in high school; parents and student responses are compatible;
both indicated there is a need to learn job skills while still in high
school. Of significant interest to those in decision-making is the fact
that 20 percent of the respondents indicated they need to know more about
the opportunities for their children to learn job skills while still in
high school. A minority of the respondents (nearly 290%) answered "no"
to this item. An analysis of the data from this study and that of the
Student Study reveals that school officials sﬁould become more cognizant
of students' and parents' wishes relative to having the opportunities to
learn new job skills while still in high school. These results further
indicate and have implications for an improvement and expanding of voca-
tio&al education opportunities within the area served by Nebraska
Vocational-Technical School. The responses relative to know more about
opportunities for learning job skills in high school has implications for
the guidance personnel and thosec responsible for public relations about

vocational education opportunities in the state.
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CHART XIII

PARENT'S RESPONSES RELATIVE TO HAVING
THEI® CHILDREN LEARN JOB SKILLS
WHILE IN HIGH SCHOOL

6 8
28)

Need to know
more
207

N=410

No opinion J
or
No Response
5.2%
(21)
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Summary of Parent's Responses
About Their Children's Choice
of Life's Work in Terms of
Ability and Aptitude

A pertinent item on the parent questionnaire was one relating to
parent's attitude relative to their children's choice of a life's work
in terms of the student's ability, interests, and aptitude. It is
significant to note in Chart XIV that 77 percent of the respondents
indicated that they felt their children's choice of a life's work were
acceptable to them in terms of children's ahility and aptitude. A
total of 13 percent indicated they were not sure about the compatability
of the child's selected occupational choice in terms of his abilities
and aptitude to succeed in his chosen occupation. A minority of
3 percent answered "no opinion" to this item. The data in this chart
reveals that the parents of students served in this school have a great
amount of confidence in their children to choose an occupational career
for themselves, and concurrently are confident in terms of appraising
the child's ability and aptitude to succeed in his chosen occupation.
This study reveals that the responses to this question are typical of
respontses made by parents in other geographical parts of the nation; in
many cases parents have taken an unrealistic view in terms of assessing
the individual child's ability and aptitude for a chosen occupation.
The implications here would be that there is a greater need to provide
parents with more information about occupational skills and entrance
requirements, working conditions, financial returns, security, and other
aspects relating to improving the child's choice of an occupation for

life's work, as well as continually stressing the need for parent-child

communication.
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CHART XIV

SUMMARY OF PARENT'S RESPONSES ABOUT
THEIR CHILDREN'S CHOICE FOR
A LIFE'S WORK IN TERMS OF
ABILITY AND APTITUDE

No opinion
or

No response N=410
7%
(26)
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SECTION III

PARENT'S FEELING ABOUT THE AMOUNT OF EDUCATION

REQUIRED FOR THEIR CHILDREN

The study was designed to elicit from parents data relative to the
importance of education for their children. This section is a summary
of the results obtained from the study.

Respondent's Attitude Relative to

The Importance of a College
Education for Their Children

The data collected from the respondents included an item relating to
the importance of a college education for their children. An analysis of
the findings in Chart XV indicate that 34 percent of the respondents said
that a cg}lege education is very imbortant. A total of 23 percent indicated
it was quite important and 25 percént indicated that it was fairly important
to them that their children have a college education. The findings of this
study indicate, again, that parents truly have a sincere aspiration for
their children to have a college education. A sincere and constructive
observation of the responses to this item may reveal that parents are not
truthful with themselves, when one realizes the family finances,'the
student's academic ability, and the student's real interests for a college
education. In an affluent society most parents desire for their children

those things in 1life which they themselves were denied; however, as

educators we have a dual responsibility not only to the child but to the

parent in terms of providing information relative to providing appropriate
occupational and professional choices for a life's work.
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CHART XV

RESPONDENT'S ATTITUDE RELATIVE TO THE
IMPORTANCE OF A COLLEGE EDUCATION
FOR THEIR CHILDREN

S E F+G
2%
" )

N=409

Items Number |

A--Very Important j
B--Quite Important |
C--Fairly Important
D--Not Very Important
E--Not Important At All
F--No Opinion

G--No Response °
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Respondent's Summary Relative to

Their Feelings About Their
Children Attending College

An item in the parent questionnaire was designed to solicit opinion
or feelings of parents relative to their children attending collepe,
The data in Chart XVI reveals that 38 percent of the respondents
indicated they actively urge their children to attend college. A total
of 48 percent of the respondents indicated that the decision to attend
college is for the individual child to make. Further déta analysis
indicates that parents generally react positively in terms of their
attitude toward their children attending college. The supposition being
here, again, that parents have strong aspirations for their children
and in many respects this is to be expectéd from parents. The need for
additional study to make further analysis in terms of why parents think
their children should have a college education and at the same time
ignore other Possibilities.that may be more acceptable to the child.
An observation of career planning for children done by parents, reflects
the aspiration of family and not necessarily those of the individual

student concerned.
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CHART XVI

SUMMARY OF PARENT'S FEELINGS RELATIVE TO
THEIR CHILDREN ATTENDING COLLEGE

A+E+F+06
YA
(25)

Itens

A--Take it for granted they will go
to college

B--Actively urge them to attend college

C~-The decision is for the individual
(child) to make

D--Have mixed feelings about my
children attending college

E--1I am opposed to my children (child)
attending college

P--Don't know at this time

G--No response
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Parent's Attitude About
The Importance of Education
Beyond the High School

For Their Children

An aspect of this study was to provide for an analysis of parents'
attitudes relative to the importance of education beyond the high school”
for their children. The respondents were asked to r;te their feelings
or attitudes about education beyond the high school as to being very
important, quite important, fairly important, not very important, not
important at all, and no opinion. The data in éhart XVII reveals that
respondents feel (572) that education beyond the high school for their
children is very important. It might be well to point out that parents
did not indicate as to what kind of education beyond the high school
would be most effective for their children. A vast majority of the
respondents indicated that education beyond the high school is important
and should be meaningful to children. An analysis of the data relative
to this question further indicates and has implications for the various
kinds of programs wvailable for students to receive additional education
and training beyond the high school. It may be important that parents
and students plan for alternatives reclative to education beyond the
high school, if plans did not materia}ize for the child's attendance at
a four-year institution. Further information and data relative to
educational opportunities should be explored as alternatives by school,
parents, and the child concerned relative to planning for this all-

important facet of education beyond the high school.
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CHART XVII

RESPONDENT'S ATTITUDES ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE
OF EDUCATION BEYOND THE HIGH SCHOOL
FOR THEIR CHILDREN

+F+G
5%
(18}

H= 410

KEY

Itens Number

A~-Very Important
B--Quite Important
C-~Fairly Important
D-~Not Very Important
E-~Not Importan At All
F-~No Opinicn

G--No Response
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School Summary of Parert's

Present Educational Plans
After High School

Several items from the questionnaire were designed to identify the
specific institutions which parents could identify as being the one
sele~ted with their children for attendance after they complete high
school. The data contained in Figure I reveals that abo:u.* 14 percent
of the parents responding indicated they would like to have their child
attend a four-year college or university. Approximately 7 percent of
the parents really didn't know relative to identifying the institution
that would provide educational opportunities for their children after
high school. About 49 percent of the responses indicated parents would
like to have their children attend a Community College, Technical or
Trade School after the completion of high school education. While 20 per—-
cent indicated an “other" preference, a minority of the respondents
identified Business School. Only 2 percent of the parents indicated "none
of these" as an option open to students relative to education beyond the
high school. An analysis of the data from this study reveals that parents
have great aspirations for education beyond high school for their
children; and when they are asked to identify the specific institutions
where they would like to have their children attend, the four year college
or university, Vocational or Technical Schools or other (unspecified) seem
to emerge as predominant choices. This analysis may indicate that parents
have given some thought to the educational opportunities available to
students and that the planning done with children may be fairly consistent
in terms of educational opportunities available to the student and

compatible with the resources available from the family.

44



0°9

asuodsay opn

(0°2) []

983Y] JO auop

0°1) m

$30104 pauway

(1) [

T00Yyd§ ssaugsng

2°0c

19y30

Ly

To0Yds
9pu1Il 10 TROFUYVIL

o'y

939110 £3funummuo)

mouy 3,uoq

£33839ATUun 10
9891T0D awax-inoyg

Y —7 ¥ T T 7
oY s€ (119 s¢ 0¢ ST

ddviuadaag

TOOHOS HUIH YALJIV NIWATIHD ¥IFHI WOd SNVId
IVHOILIVONAE IN3S3¥d S,INIANOISIY 40 AYVHRAS

1 Jd0014

UIPTTYD 103
SURTd TeuOTIEBONpY

45

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

E\.




v

Summary. of Parent's Attitude
Relative to the Main Purpose
Cf a High School Education

Parents were asked to rate items relative to the main purpose of a
high school education; the data in Figure IT reveals that about 20% of
those responding indicate that the public high school should provide
vocational training for students. However, the majority of the respond-
ents (57%) indicated that the primary function and mission of the high
school is to provide a basic general education and an appreciation of
ideas. A small minority (7.7%) of the respondepts_indicated that the
responsibility is to prepare youth for college or university attendance.
An item rated in the minority relative to the purpose of a high school
education was: to develop moral capacities, ethical standards, and values.
A significant point brought out by the results of this study indicates
that parents feel the public schools havg no responsibility to prepare
youth for happy marriage and family life. This reaction has implications
for the Home Economics Education progra in the public schools and
stresses the need for greate} communication between schools, parents, énd
students. Another interesting point in the study (as compared to earlier
studies) is the increased awarencss of the role of the high school in
career preparation. Further analysis of the data in this figure
indicates that parents in this study react as other parents have, nation-
wide, as they try to identify Ehe real purpose and function of a high
school education. The results of this study and, particularly this item
indicates that the public school needs to improve its image in the eyes

of parents relative to the mission of the school. The administrators and

46




policy-makers may want to make a public relations campaign to emphasize

to the parents and students the philosophy, objectives, and mission of

the public schools.

~
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Parent's Attitude Relative to
The Importance of Students
Preparing for the World of Work
While Still in High School

An item in the Student Study was asked again in the parent
qu stiorraire relative to the importance of students preparine for
the world of work while still in high school. The data in Chart XVIIl
reveals that a majority (30%) of the respondents indicated that it was
important that students preparc for ghe world of work whilg still 1in
high school. It is significant that the results in both studies,
students, and parents are cempatible on this one item; there seems to
be a direct relationship between the thinking by parents and students
relative to preparing themselves for the world of work while still in
hiéh school. A minority (12%) answered "no" to this particular item.
An analysis of the student responses indicated that none of the students
indicated they did not desire to learn a job skill while still in high
school. It is significant that 12 percent of the parents share this
opinion; this can best be explained by the fact that this minority of
parents answering "no" to this jtem have definitely established some
professional goal to be pursued by their children. The findings from
this particular item on the questionnaire should be of great importance
to the policy-makers as they plan for program chanees in occupational

education to meet the needs of students and community.
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CHART XVIII

No Response
3%
(13)

SUMMARY OF RESPONDENT'S ATTITUDE RELATIVE TO THE
IMPORTANCE OF STUDENTS PREPARING FOR THE
WORLD OF WORK WHILE STILL IN HIGH SCHOOL

d

No opinion
5%
(18)
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SECTION IV

PARENT'S ATTITUDE RELATIVE TO THE1R CHILDREN'S

FUTURE EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

One of the more important aspects of the studv was to gain an insight
relative to parents' attitude about the choice of their children's future
employment. As in most situations, parents are sincerely interested in
the chil&'s selection of an occupation and are directly concerned with.
assisting the student in achieving these goals either through personal or
financial assistance that will provide for a mutual satisfaction in terms
of goal achievement.

Summary of Parent's Attitude
About the Intensity of Thought

Given to The'r Children's Future
Job and Employment

The data contained in Chart XIX is a summary of the parents' attitude
relative to the intensity of thought given to their children's future job
and employment. Parents responding to this item are extremely interested
in their children's future and the kind of work they choose for a life's
occupation. The data contained in Chart XIX'indicates that 60 percent of
the respondents had given a great deal of thought about their children's
future and employment. The majority (93%) of the parents indicated they
had given a great deal, a lot, or some thought to the future of their
children in terms of employment and jobs. A minority of respondents

indicated they had given little thought to their children's nlans. An
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analysis of the data in this chart indicates that parents are reacting
positively relative to giving some serious thought to providing their
children with guidance and counseling relative to future employment and

job opportunities.




A CHART XIX

SUMMARY OF PARENT'S ATTITUDE ABOUT THE
INTENSITY OF THOUGHT GIVEN TO
THEIR CHILDREN'S FUTURE JOB
AND EMPLOYMENT

E; - ~D+E+F
47 3%
(14) (12)

N= 410
KEY
Items - Number

A--A great deal

B--A lot

C--Some

D--Little

E-=Not much

F~-Confused about their plans
G--No Response
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Respondent's Attitude Relative
To the Dignity in the World of
Work and for Those Who Work
With Their Hands

Another item of significant value in this studv is the compatibility
of parents and student attitude relative to the dignity in the world of
work for those who work with their hands. The data in Chart XX indicates
that the vast majority (92%) of the respondents indicated there was
dignity in work and also for those who. work with their hands. The results
of the data in this chart reveals additional information about the socio-
economic status of those served by Nebraska Vocational-Technical School;
chis study reveals that this is a blue-collared fgroup and that parents,
like students, agree there is dignitv in the world of work for those who
work with their hands. The responses to this item further collaborates
the need for a critical review of existing vocational programs and the
offerings in light of student needs and with the compatibility of parent's

attitude toward vocational education and the world of work.
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CHART Xx
RESPONDENT 'S ATTITUDE RELATIVE TO THE

DIGNITY IN THE WORLD OF WORK AND FOR
THOSE WHO WORK WITH THEIR HANDS

=

1y No ————————No Opinion or

No Response

(22)

N=410




SECTIOXN VvV

PARENT'S ATTITUDE ABOUT VOCATIONAL EDUCATION

IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

An important facet of the parents' attitude scale was to determine
their ideas and conce;ts about cffering vocational education in the
high schools. Those in critical positions for decision-making realize
the importance of having parents' consent and backing relative to
establishing or improving existing Programs regardless of the direction,
general academic, college pPreparation, or training for the world of work.
The public relations aspect and communication with parents on the part
of teachers and school administrators is an important function to insure
the cooperation and smocth m;nagement for operating tﬂe educational
program, An angiysis of the data in Table II is a summary of parents'
attitude about offering vocational education in the public schools.
Parents were asked to respond yes, no, or no opinion relative to the six
items that are included in this table. Parent's responses reveal that
22 (5%) of those responding indicated their children were in a

cooperdtive education program. A total of one hundred sixty-nine (41%)

of the respondents indicated they would like to have their children enrolled

in a cooperative education program and the Yesponses to this item should
indicate to vocational planners and school administrators alike the need
to expand the cooperative education program within the school. A total
of 69 percent of the respondents indicated they felt vocational education
should be expanded in the local high schools and at Nebraska Vocational-

Technical School. This data coupled with some willingness to provide
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additional financial support for expanding programs at all levels,
vocational and general academic, should have an fwpact on the decisions
made by school planners for future prograrming in the school. It is
significant to note that 85 percent (351) of the respundents indicate
they would not oppose their children's decision to enroll in vocational
education programs in high school. The data from the parents' study
indicates. again, that possibly the reason students are not enrolling in
vocational education programs is due to the fact that the offerings are
not compatible with the interests of the student bodv. A total of 342
(83%) of the respondents said they felt that students in Webraska would
and could profit from having vocztionai education in high school, the
results of :his item and the item where parents were asked to respond *o
the item, "Would their children profit from nhaving voca:ional education
in high school?". A total of 78 percent indicated their children would
profit from having vocational training. Further anslvsis of the Jnta

. in this table reveals that the student and parent feeling about
vocational education at the high school level are compatihle and the
results from this study and the Student Studv at Nebraska Vocational-

Technical School should provide the base data for the decision-makers.
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TABLE I1

PARENT'S ATTITUDES ABOUT VOCATIONAL
EDUCATION IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

N=410

Items contributing to j
attitudes about Vocational 1

NO

DON'T [ NO

KNOW iRKSPONSE

Education in the public schools i

—-.‘\-

! i
K !
; i
!

-

13

14

15

17

21

23

Are your children participating
in a cooperative education
program?

22

5 * 347

85

Would you like to have your

children enroll in such a

program if it were more 169
available?

41 208

51

Do you feel vocational

education should be expanded :

at Nebraska Vocational-Technicali 282
School? :

69 22

87 21 19 5

Would you oppose vour children's’
decision to enroll in vocational-
education courses in high 36
school?

9 351

85

11 3 12 3

Do you feel there are many

students in your community who

cotld profit from vocational
training while still in high 342
school?

45 11 10 2

Do you think your children

would profit from having some
vocational training while in 321
high school?

18 . 4 43 11
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SECTION VI
PARENT'S ATTITUDE ABOUT JOB

PREPARATORY TRAINING AT NEBRASKA VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL SCHOOL

Of prime interest to teachers, supervisors, and administrators was
parent's attitude toward their program offerines following their child's
graduation or upon leaving the school. Was the child succeeding and would
parents recommend the institution to others? Much future acceptance and
future expansion of programs would depend on whether the institution was
achieving its goals as conceived by the parents.

Tables XXI and XXII show a summary of the parent's responses to two
questions asked of them. A total of 359 (87%) answered "yes' when asked if
the educational and training experience at Nebraska Vocational-Techrical
School prepared their child for éhe world of work. Thirteen (3%) indicated
"no"” while 23 (5%Z) were "uncertain”. This data would indicate a high
degree of parential satisfaction with the programs offered by Nebraska
Vocational-Technical Schoolvand the personnel at Nebraska Vocational-
Technical School should be commended for their efforts. Not answered are
the reasons why the minority did not respond positively. Unanimity is
difficult to achieve in most situations, but perhaps officials should further
investigate to determine if deficiencies do exist in their programs.

Ninety-six percent (393) were even more positive when replying to
whether they would recommend Nebraska Vocational-Technical School to
friends and relatives. One answered "no" while 16 replied "doubtful" or
gave no response. This is consistent with the previous question and is a
strong vote of confidence for the efforts of personnel at Nebraska

Vocational-Technical School.
>
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CHART XXI

SUMMARY OF PARENT'S ATTITUDE ABOUT THE

TRAINING AND EDUCATIONAL EXPENSES AT

NEBRASKA VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL SCHOOL
TOWARD PREPARING THEIR CHILD FOR THE WORLD OF WORK

L ~
///‘
Yes
87%
(359)
) '
\ ,
\
\\
N, ) \ \ . No
\\‘ ; ".}’,/ 3z
No Opinion — I ¢ (13)
and I - / -l \/
No Response '
47
(15) N=410
Uncertain
67
(23)
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~ ART XXT1

PARENT'S FEELINGS ABOUT RECOMMENDING
NEBRASKA VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL SCHOOL

TO FRIENDS AND RELATIVES

967
(393)

Doubtful or
No Response
47
(16)
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

‘The following are the major findings based on the data collected

and analyzed in this study:

1.

=

A majority of the parents in this school generally have some
knowledge relative to Nebraska Vocational-Technical School
programs in terms of meeting individual student needs.

A sizable majority of parents (97%) have concern relative to
their children receiving good grades in school.

A majority of the parents have concern for children in

Nebraska Voc ﬁional-fechnical School and want them to profit
from having this educational experience.

A majority of the parents (78%) indicate that the local

schools should place greater emphasis on meeting the needs of
all students, those preparing for college and those preparing
for the world of work.

Parents (28%) of students served by Nebraska Vocational-Technical
School indicated that more of the community and state resources
should be utilized in preparing high school youth for the world
of work.

A significant number (39%) of the respondents indicated the high
school should improve the educational program for those students
preparing for college.

Parents responding (41%) feel that most of the students in the

state need not prepare themselves for college attendance.
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10.

11.

12,

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

A majority of the parents (59%) indicated there should be a more
comprehensive program in the public schools (balance between
vocational and college preparation).

Some parents of studengs served by Nebraska Vocational-Technical

School indicated a willingness to share increased financial

- responsibility to expand educational opportunities for students

and adults. A significant number (43%), however, indicated thev
need to know more about the plan while 25 percent indicated ''no"
to a willingness to financially as;ist the school to expand its
programs.

A majority of the parents feel their children have made
appropriate future occupational and professional plans.

The parents indicate that their children have ; wide range of
occupational choices in the world of work.

A majority of the parents (68%) indicated they would like to have
their children learn some job skills while in high school.

The parents of students served (77%) feel their childfgn have
ability and interest to succeed in their selected occupational or
professional field.

A total of 337 (82%) of the parents indicated that a college
education was important for their children.

A majority of the parents want their children to have some
education beyond the high school.

Many parents are not sure relative to the main purpose of a

high school education.

A majority of parents (80%) indicated it is important to prepare

for the world of work while still in high school.
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18.

19.

20.

21.

The parents indicated they had given considerable thought F;
their children's fu"ure job and employment, and there is
dignity in the world of work.

A majority of the'parents (78%) indicated many more students
in their area could profit from vocational training while
still in high school.

A significant majority (87%) of the parents felt the training
and educational expenses at Nebraska Vocational-Technical.
School were justified in preparing their child for the world
of work.

Nearly all (96%) of the sample of parents would recommend

Nebraska Vocational-Technical School to friends and relatives.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Based upon the data generated from this study the following

recommendations are warranted:

1.

An extensive public relations program be designed to improve
the image and understanding by parents of the public school and
Nebraska Vocational-Technical School.

Plans should be developed for improving vocational offerings
within the high schools of the state.

Greater eﬁphasis should be placed on vocational guidance at all
levels.

Efforts for improving communication between farents, school,
and students should be improved.

Policy-makers for Nebraska Vocational-Technical School should

develop plans for master planning for program change and make

.extensive usze of citizen groups in the process.

Nebraska Vocational-Technical School should give consideration
to evaluating the total educational program in terms of
quantitative and qualitative criteria.

This study should be replicated three yeérs hence to assess change

resulting from the present study.
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CONCLUDING STATEMENTS

A summary of the preceding data in.this report reveals to the
members of the committee responsible for planning and conducting this
study that, generally, parents served by the Nebraska Vocational-
Technical School react positively to the public school system and
Nebraska Vocational-Technical School. The results indicate that parents
have a good perception and understanding of the value of education, but
in some cases there is an indication that pafents are somewhat confused
relative to the present purpose of the on-gaing programs_within the
public schools.

The results also indicate that there is a positive reaction by parents
relative to the importance of planning with their children for a life's
work and for future employment.’ The findings further indicate the need
to provide parents with an orientation of Nebraska Vocational-Technical
School's programs and better acquaint parents with educational opportunities
available to the adults in the area served.

This study indicates that additional research on the data generated
in this study seem to be warranted. The value of the data received from
the parent study should.stimulate the desire on the part of administrators
and policy-makers to review the present program and offerings at Nebraska
Vocational-Technical School.. The parent's attitude further indicates that
those in positions of authority should review again the resources,
facilities; finances, staff, and equipment available and be responsive to
each individual student's needs at Nebraska Vocational-Technical School.

It is further suggested, based on the results of this study, that a

66




similar study of this one be replicated three years hence to provide

available data for those in responsible positions to further strengthen
the position of the school. The data compiled in this study should be

of value in providing resource material to be utilized for program
planning and implementation, but of greater significance is the attitude
of the parents relative to the student, and the public schools within the
state served by Nebraska Vocational-TeEhnical School. It is possible that
this data will provide a structural linkage for bridging the gap between

Nebraska Vocational-Technical School and the parents of the state.
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STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION i NEBRASKA VOCATIONAL

DR ALLEN P BURKMARDT TECHNICAL SCHOOL

PACTIOENT - LOWFELL A WELS™ DIRECYOR
O o 7 State of Nebraska
FRANK € LAND!IS
JOHN X LONDAY - .

NoRMAN 0170 Depavtment of Lducation —_——
OEBORAK K € -CPARD i nEPLY TO TRl ABOVE OFFICEP
10 A wAGLNLE CECIL E. STANLEY

LLOYD V WTIGHT COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION

March 15, 1971

Decar Parent:

As parents of past craduates of the Nebraska Vocational
Technical School, I am asking your cooperation and assistance
in completing and returning the enclesed cuastionnaire. fThe
Nebraska Vocational Teciinical School :s always interested in
upgrading and updating its wrocran offerings to meet the
needs of its students, the industries they serve, and vou the
people who make the training available.

For quite some time we have felt the need for a complete
assessment and evaluation of our course offerings, and the
parents attiludes and feelings toward voc..tional education.

Due to the great numbers involved, and the geographic
dispersion of you parents, a bevrsonal interview is impossible.
We feel the next best method is to conduct the survey through
the use of a follew-up cuestionnaire. The main purpose and
objectives of this survey is cutlined in the front section of
the questionnaire. The ultimate goal is to offer a better
quality of cducation to future students.

A return envelope has heen enclosed for your mailing
convenience.

Sincerely,

John Treu, Department Head
Building Constyuction Technoloay
Projec® Dircczor

JT:ms

Enclosure
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S el
TEL. (402)761-2131 B ESTABLISHED 1N 1931 AT NEBRASKA 68405

Loweil A Weish, Director

Cctober 25, 1971

L

Dear Parent:

Recently you received by ma1il, a letter of intrcduction
and a questiorna:ro. In tlizs letter you were asked to
participate in an assessient and evaluation of the
"PARENT'S ATTITUDE TOWARD LNBRASKA VOCATIONAL TECHNICAL
SCHOOL'S EDUCATICHAL PRQGVAM AND STUDRNT'S OCCUPATIONAL
ASPIRATIONS".

*
If you have completed the questionnaire and have returned , }
it to the School, vlease disreaard this letter. If you
have not, would you wrlease take a few minutes and do so.
The greater the seturn we receive, the nore accurate the
evaluation will be. This inforwmacion will be used to im-
prove the quality and guantity of education to present
and future students. :

Thank you for the cooperation and assistance in this most
worthwhile project.

Sincerely,

NEBRASKA PRCHNICAL COLLEGI:
Mi]fo*d, Nebrasha 68405

- . / ‘L,L. //l?l‘..r
/1v Trev, Dovioizn Chalrman

b01° tructionr Cocupations

- JT:ms
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Comnissloner of Education
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ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:




PARENT'S ATTITUDE TOWARD

NEBRASKA VOCATIONAL TECHNICAL SCHOOL'S

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM

AND

STUDENT'S OCCUPATIONAL ASPIRATIONS




All Rights Reserved

No part of this Student Educational Perception
Inventory may be reproduced in any form, by
memograph or any other meens, without permission
in writing from the author.

PERMISSION TO REIFRODUCE THIS CUPY
RIGHTED MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANISD
8y

N +
Iyen B Vaentue
10 Ew.. AND ORGANIZATIONS OPERATING
UNDL® LGREEMENTS WITH THE US OFFICE
OF EDUCATION FURTHER REPRODUZTION
OUISIDE THE ERIC SYSTEM REOUIRES PER
MISSICN OF YHE COPYRIGHT OWNER

Ivan E. Valentine, Ph.D.
Colorado State University
Fort Collins, Colorado
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OBJECTIVES OF PARENTS ATTITUDE TOWARD SCHOOL

To determine parents satisfaction or dissatisfaction
with the program offerings in the Nebraska Vocational
Technical School system. .

To determine parents attitude toward expanding voca-
tional education in the Nebraska Vocational Technical
School systen.

Would parents assist children in planning for jobL
training while still in high school.

Do parents feel their children's cccupational aspi-
rations are compatable, relative to their aptitude
and ability.

To determine parents attitude relative to their chil-
drens plans for @ college education.

To determine parents attitude reclative to increasing
taxes and improving the local public schools.
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PAruntext provided by eric

-

DIRECTIONS:
—_—m VS

This research questionnaire has been developed to
gather information on how you, as parents and citizens,
feel about MNebraska Vocaticnal Technical School and their
bresent program. The satisfactions or dissatisfactions
you fecl relative to the P ?sent school Programs can be
most helpZul in evaluating the bPresent educatioral pro-
grams. The results will give direction to éhe local
board of education on its plans for new programs.

Please be honest ang answer all questions. We want
tc know how you feel about each Guestion. The correct
énswers are what you think and feel. After You complete
the questionnair@, check it quickly to be ire that all
itens have been‘answered.

Your name should not be placed anyvwhere.on the cues-
tionnaire. 'Rcsponses on the questionnajre will be hela
in strict confidance and individual replies will be sub-
merced in summary data. -

Thank you for your ccowveration ip this wost worth-—
while project that is designed o improve thoe quality and
quantity of education to youth and adults in the state of

Nebraska.

73




PARENTS ATTITUDE TOWARD:

Nebraska Vocational Technical School
Milford, Nebraska 68405

Do you think the present curriculum offerings at Nebraska
Vocational Technical School are responsive to student
needs?_  (check one)

1| Yes

2| ‘No

3| Not sure

4] Don't know

How important is it to you that your children (child) have
a college ecducation? (check one)

-

1| Very important -
2| Quite important

3| Fairly important

4, Not very important

Not very .important at all
No opinion

Lo

What do you think of your children's (child's) occupational
plans? {check one)

=

Think they are shooting too high.

Think it is a good occupation and they have a chance
of making good.

Think they should be planning for something different.
It is entirely up to the child concerned.

Have never discussed it with them. ;

T
(]

[wfslw] ~

How do you feel about your children [child) attending college?
(check one)

Take it for granted they will go to college.

Actively urge them to attend college.

The decision is for the individual (child) to mak.:.
Have mixed feelings about my children (child) atteid -
ing college.

I am opposed to my children (child) attending coliege.
Don't know at this time.

| o] sfu[n-]

How important is it to you that your children (child) receiv:
good grades in school? (check one)

|1} Very important

2| Quite important

: 3| Fairly important

| 4] Not very important

5] Not important at-all

No opinion
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8.

lo.

i

Is it important to you that your children (child) study
hard? (check one)

1] very important

7] Quite important

3] Fairly important

4] Not very important
5| Not important at all
[6! No opinion

How important is it Lo you that your children (child) go on

for more education beyond the high school? (check one)

jj Very important

2] Quite important

3| Fairly important

4] Not very important
2] Not important at all
(6! No opinion

What are your present educational plans for your children
(child) beyond the high school? (check one)

1! College or University (4 years)
2| Community College (2 vears)

3! Technical or Trade School

4] Business School

5{ Really don‘t know —

6] Other (please specify)

7] Enter Armed Forces T

18! None of these

I have thought about my children's (chilg®

s) future job and
employment (check one)-.. . .

A great deal

A lot-

Some

A little

Not much

Confused about: their plans

RESENE

How much occupational choice do you think your children
(child) should have? (check one)

A great deal of choice

A lot of choice

Some choice

A littleé choice .
Not much choice g
No choice

SN
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.

Would you like your children (child) to learn job skills
while in high school? (check one)

-lj Yes

2] No

3| Need to know more about opportunities

4| No opinion

Check the one item below which, in your opinion, represents
the main purpose of a high school education: (check one) ¥

1i Providss vocational training; develops skills and
techniques directly applicable to their carcer

to obtain a goosd job after high school).
Dcvelons > ability to get along with different
kinds of
Providzs
of id

eas.
Prepares vouth for college or university.
Develops knowledye and interest in community and
world problems.

Helps develop moral capacities, ethical standards
and values.

Prepares youth for a happy marriage and family 1life.

Are your children (chiié) presently participating in a coop-
erative education pregran? (Going to school on-hkalf day and

working on a job the other half day--this program sp sore-”

by your school system) (check one)

i} Yes
_?. No
3’ Don't know

_Would you }ike to have yocur children (child) enroll in such a
program (cooperative-education) in your schools if it were
made available? (check cne)

:1] Yes

2| Wo
Don't know

Do you .eel that vocational education (training for employ-
ment) should be expanded at Nebraska Vocational Technical
School? (check one) -

b

r— et

1| Yes
2

A
No
| <

3| No opinion




]

l6.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22,

Do you think it is important for students to prepare for
jobs while still in high school? (check one)

ff Yes
27 No
3} No opinion
Would you opposc your children's (child's) decision to enroll

in vocational education course in high school (to prepare for
the world of work)? (check one)

The local school system is too traditional in its curriculum,
and it should be updated to be more responsive to the indi-

" vidual and community need. (check one)

i~

Yes
27 No

3. No opinion
4: Don't know
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I am unhappy over tie lack of success by my children {chilg&)

in the present high school (junior high) program. . , (check o:mne)
|1} Yes : :
i No

i3, Ilo opinion

[ 4! Not applicable

Is there dignity in the world of work for those who work with
their hcnds? (check one)

.,..
w‘iN;

&

N

|

’i] Yes
2 | ko

3 Ko opinion

There arc many students in our community who could profit from
vocational training (job preparation) while stiil in high -
school. (check one)

l! Yes p
t2 1 No

13 | No opinion

Should the guidance and counselinjg services in the local schools
be expanded to botter inform students about the world of work?
(check one)

[17 ves
2] o N
3 j No opinion




23.

25.

26.

217.

28.

[ i’-3'

Do you think your children (child) would profit from having
some vocational training (job preparation) while in high
school? (check one)

1] Yes
2} No

_3! No opinion

4| Not applicable

In your opinion, are your children's (child's) choice for a
life's work realistic (in terms of ability and apptitude,etc.)?
(check one)

TH Yes

2] No

3} Not sure

1 4] No opinion

Should the local school system and the state place a greater
emphasis on meeting the needs of all students; those preparing
for the world of work and those preparing for a college edu-
cation? (check one)

Il_ Yes
|21 No

3! No opinion
4] Really don't know
Do you feel more of the communities resources (staff, money,

facilities, and equipment) should be directed toward preparing
more-high schocl youth for the world of work? (check one)

g] Yes
2, No
?ﬂ No opinion

Are the local schools responsible for providing more educat;bn

and training for students not planning to attend college?
(check one) ! :

{I’ Yes . *
i2] No '
No opinion

Should the local school system expand the opportunities to
improve the educational program for those preparing to atten~?
college or a university? (check one)

12 Yes
) No

No opinion

|
#
1
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Should most of the students in this community prepare thrm-
selves for college or university attendance? (check one)
1] ves
2j No
3J No opinion
In your opinion, should the local schools provide a more
comprchensive program {vocational and college preparation)
to bring about a better balance in educational opportunities?
(check one)

Yes

No

Don't know enough about the program

No opfnion

Are you willing to share in an increased financial responsi-
bility (additional taxes, local and or state) to expand and
improve the educaticnal opportunities for the students and
adults of this community? (check one)

ll Yes

2] No
3] Undecided
(4] Need to know more about the plan

" In your opinion, did the training and educational eﬁpenseS'
at this institution brepare your son or daughter for the
world; of work? (check one) .

Yes
No
Uncertain
No opinion

Based on the success of your son or dughter on the job and
the quality of the program that they completed at Nebracska
Vocational Technical School, would you recommend this school
to your friends and relatives? (check one)

Yes
No
Doubtful




